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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Its Spring! The birds are chirping and
the flowers are blooming and WOW
what a stunning exhibition the Spring
Exhibition is! The overwhelmingly
positive feed back is something for
all to be proud of. Congratulations to
all contributing artists, who not only
created the art but also provided the
scrumptious banquet indulged by
all on opening night. Many hours of
volunteered time have gone in behind
the scenes to make this exhibition a
success. Thank you to all who have
made this exhibition possible.
Some of the highlights over the last few
months have included Ann Braunsteiners ‘#Lost Child’ installation, followed
by the New Members exhibition which
welcomed Brian Dobson, Catherine
Walters, Roz Speirs, Weimin Jiang,
Erhard Wingels, Christine Wingels,
Vicki Charles, Steve Bellamy and Steve
Halton. The Bellamy’s ‘Moving Waters’
exhibition was also a great success.
All in all, sales have been consistant
and the new McKee Gallery is proving
a great space for artists of all genre to
exhibit in.
Another highlight was the get together
at The Prince Albert in July. I loved the
half hour film showcasing Chris Ofili
and his work. A glass artist / painter, he
represented Britain at the 2003 Venice
Biennale. Totally inspirational. It was
nice to be with fellow artists and art

lovers, enjoying a mulled wine or three
and not necessarily discussing art
– although this was definitely common
ground.
Looking forward we have some exciting
workshops and lectures in the pipeline.
These are scheduled to commence
October and NSAS members will be
given first priority along with a discount
on fees. Keep an eye out for details
seperate to the Newsletter.
We have also put out a proposal to
NSAS members to participate in our
very own ‘light art’ exhibition, during
Light Nelson 2018. So if this interests
you...get involved and submit your
proposal. By the end of the year we are
aiming to have our new website fully
functional, providing you and the public
a better and more interactive service.
I would like to acknowledge and
congratulate Fran Gould for her invitation
to partake in the London Parallax Art
Fair. I had work selected internationally
for The Biennale Projects, Art Venice
Biennale IV. (Digital showcase) And
NSAS Committee Member, Jason
McCormick is selected for The Wallace
Art Awards this year. Congratulations
Jason.
New members are always welcome.
We have two categories – one for
exhibiting ‘working’ artists and the other
for ‘supporters’. Please email for further
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information:
nelsonsuterartsociety@gmail.com
Warm regards,
Larisse Hall
NSAS President.

Exhibition selection criteria
A few years ago I submitted three works for selection for
the Autumn exhibition. All three works were rejected. No
explanation was forthcoming and I was devastated. Self
critiquing, I accepted the decision and was motivated by
this to produce new works.
Behind the scenes of our latest Spring Exhibition, 7 artist
members had their work rejected for exhibition. I thought
it would be nice to break down Selection for all to understand. We do not want artists to ever feel ‘rejected’
simply because they did not have work selected for a
particular exhibition.
Selection is a process that involves two NSAS selectors,
along with 2 selectors from The Suter and another impartial selector.
Some of the things selectors are looking for include quality and presentation of work. In this last round of selection
many of the works that were not selected were due to:

a. Poor framing.
b. Uneven placement of work in frames.
c. Gaps between works and framing (the wall was viewed
directly between uneven framing and the artwork in one instance)
d. Lack of a Matte board and / or space between glass and
artwork (this is needed to preserve artwork from deterioration)
e. ‘Buckled’ photos or artwork.
f. Works should be presented that are durable enough to
with stand exhibition handling. Breakages are not wanted.
So any work that was deemed ‘beyond fragile’ was also not
accepted.
I hope this is helpful. Please do not be disheartened if your
work is not accepted for exhibition. Insead use it as motivation for the next exhibition.
Larisse Hall

NSAS SOCIAL GATHERING AND FILM AT THE PRINCE ALBERT, 25TH JULY
About 21 of us gathered at the Prince Albert around 5.15
pm for a get-together and a showing of the film “Chris Ofili”, a glass artist / painter living in London who represented
Britain at the 2003 Venice Bienniale. The film was based
on an interview with the artist and showed him creating his
Installation which combined his paintings with a shimmering glass dome ceiling. He also made a few comments
about art in general and working with architects which he
found very difficult.
The paintings depicted figures in a Paradise-like garden
with the colours restricted to red/green/black reflecting
his ethnic heritage (W. Indian). The walls were also red,

green and black so the paintings shone out like little gems
of art! This led into the much lighter dome which was made
up of numerous shards of coloured glass. We also heard
from the architect and engineer who helped him create the
dome.
This was a marvellous film! Thankyou Margaret Major for
lending it to us and also thanks to the Prince Albert for letting
us use their meeting room free of charge.
About a dozen people stayed on for a meal afterwards . Just
the thing for a chilly night.
Angela Nicoll

#lostchildhood
Ann Braunsteiner, 5 – 25 June, McKee Gallery
A Reflection.
Nelson has not too many gallery spaces, that allow for focusing on a show,
with the intent for opening a conversation around rather than focusing on a
commercial aspect.
As with #lostchildhood, on the subject
of trauma/grieving culture in the age of
social media.
I was glad my proposal was accepted
and I was allowed using the McKee
Gallery as a stage rather than just walls
to fill, to combine prose, installation and
photographic/collage works. Plus some
‘Teddy in a Teddy’, stitching soft toys
together.
Feedback from visitors was from very
different angles, from ‘Sad’, ‘Scary’,
‘This
is Sick’, ‘…art’ to ‘Thanks for Sharing’.
Over the three weeks I had many great
conversations and many shared personal experiences, or memories from a

different generation that resurfaced due
to my work.
My Matinee, which was originally not
intended to be a artist talk, gathered
around some people and I was happy
after all to share how I started to become an artist.
‘[…]…Out of not being able to write in
the language of my new chosen country, bored with photography that only was dramatic because of fancy
clouds, mist and so
forth, being all too beautiful and lovely.
Being brought up in
Austria, by parents born
just after the end of WW
I, and influences of post
war Austrian artists,
beautiful and loveliness
was not cutting enough
for me. […continuous]’.
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It still lingers….
http://annctbraunsteiner.com/exhibitions/lostchildhood/
Thanks to the NSAS Committee for
the support and thanks to Lee Woodman, who not only is a great bouncing board, but helped with the tricky
parts, i.e. hanging a bed from the ceiling. Ann Braunsteiner

NOTICES
Life models wanted
Life models wanted for
upcoming life drawing classes. This is a paid opportunity.
If this sounds like something
you would be interested in,
please contact Larisse Hall
(larisse@larissehall.co.nz)

Obituary

Sadly Stuart McEwan passed away unexpectedly on 2nd
June. Stuart was manager of the McKee Gallery in 2008 and
was part of organizing the first 50/50 exhibition.
Photography was one of his passions and had shown work
at Spring and Autumn exhibitions before he became unable
to with the chronic pain he had.
He was a fun life of the party caring man. Many who knew
him will miss him deeply.
Sincere condolences to his family and friends.
Lee-Ann Dixon

Photo by Stuart McEwan

Erika Aupperie

We would to take this opportunity to thank Erika Aupperle for her time and commitment on the NSAS Committee
over the last year and a half. We wish her a speedy recovery and acknowledgement of her resignation.

Sean Garwood - Antarctic exhibition cancelled
It is with regret that I have decided to cancel the Antarctic
exhibition scheduled for 3rd of September. With numerous
deadlines looming, the NSAS exhibition may have jeopardised the Christchurch exhibition which will run from the 6th
to 9th of October.

Art Society New Zealand.

The Christchurch exhibition plans are going well. The venue
will be the Classics area which is adjacent to the Great Hall
at the Arts Centre and will run in conjunction with the 2017
Antarctic Season Opening festivities. The sixteen paintings
are currently undergoing varnishing. Ninety six coats in total. They will then head to Nelson City Framers where Luke
will begin the framing.

I am delighted that New Zealand Post have selected six of
the paintings to be reproduced as stamps for the Historic
Huts of the Ross Dependency 2017 stamp issue which will
be available in September 2017. It has been an absolute
pleasure working with New Zealand Post and New Zealand
Antarctic Heritage Trust throughout this project.

Details of the exhibition will be posted in the news section of
my website and FB on approx 23rd August and also at Fine

www.seangarwood.co.nz
www.fineartsociety.net
New Zealand Stamps

Also available will be first day covers and presentation
packs.

Artist Profile
Sharron Martin
My very early years were happily spent underneath my mother’s old treadle sewing machine,
playing with scraps of fabric as they fell down
into my lap, unaware that this play would later
form the foundation of a career and a lifelong
love affair with textiles. My love of colour, materials, manipulation, stitch and design, coupled with a passion for sustainable practices,
has resulted in a long career as art and design
teacher working at tertiary and primary levels.
My joy of teaching recently evolved into a joy of
learning when I undertook studies to complete
a Bachelor of Art and Media degree (NMIT)
and a Post Graduate Diploma in Art and Design (AUT), mainly to investigate sustainable
textile printing, and garment designs to drape

and wrap around the body. These studies have incorporated meeting wonderful
international and local tutors who have
inspired and supported my journeys,
sharpened my skills, challenged as well
as supported my ideas, all the while
growing a knowledge base that I love
sharing. I value my recent foray into being a student as it reconnects me to how
it feels to be a new learner, and how valuable it is to have quality teaching. I have
had solo and group exhibitions in Nelson
and I am always committed to attending
workshops within my own specialities to
keep in touch with other practioners and
refine my own knowledge base.
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Artist Profile
Emma Marie

Sensitively built up layers of luminous oil paint
give a depth and softness to Emma Marie’s deep
and playful surrealist paintings of people, nature
and patterns.
At eighteen, Emma Marie studied psychology
in Brazil, this sparked a keen interest in the human psyche and metaphysical thought. Woven
throughout her works are undertones of Carl
Jung’s thoughts on attaining wholeness through
balance and enlightenment.
Her background in Fashion and Textiles Design

Kathaleen Marie Bartha

Since graduating from Sheridan School of Design
in Canada in the 1970’s Kathaleen has had hands
on experience across a wealth of mediums including painting, printmaking, bronze casting and
graphic design.
During the past several decades Kathaleen has
been engaged in activities working in the environment, sailing and developing her design skills for
interior decorating applications including digital
glass installations and fabric design.
Kathaleen is influenced and inspired by the sea

is also threaded throughout her works, she
borrows fashion models from magazines
to symbolise surface ideals and paints patterns and geometry to communicate abstract thought.
Since completing her Bachelor in Visual
Arts Degree with Excellence in 2006, Emma
Marie’s paintings have balanced and questioned the jarring realities of the superficial
and the metaphysical,
‘Like two ends of a seesaw, I am the illusory
and I am the truth seeker’.

and the marine environment.
As she explains,”Living by the sea enables
us to live more in harmony with the natural
elements.”
Flying fish, light and water are often recurring
themes in Kathaleen’s work where she continues to explore the reflective and dynamic
qualities of light and movement.
In Kathaleen‘s work, the multi-layering of imagery, translucency and effervescent glow
add a spatial quality, giving her work a visual
depth.
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Artist Profile
Rose Shepard
Diploma in Visual Arts, NMIT, 1998
MFA, Whitecliffe College of Arts and Design,
2013
Justice of the Peace
Rose Shepard hanging her MFA graduate
work at the Designroom, Nile St West, Nelson.
For me art truly is a way of living. I am involved in teaching art, practicing art in my
studio, talking art every Friday as a volunteer
at the Suter and organising art events. Since

Vicki Charles
With over seventeen years of sculpture practice, Vicki has explored many techniques and
styles. Settling in Nelson, New Zealand one
year ago she has brought together all those
years of exploration and cemented a style that
resonates deeply with her connection to her
new homeland, New Zealand.
Vicki continues to explore her emotional connectedness to humanity, universal symbols,
inner journeys and dreams through her sculp-

leaving school I have been involved in many
things, from theatre including set design and
front of house management for the Wearable
Arts, designing and screen printing the frieze
in the Theatre Royal, running the Nouveau
Design Awards and teaching art in schools
plus from my studio. I have had a go at ‘going straight’ with a ‘proper job’ but every time
the pull to create art gets too great and I give
up the money and go back to the way of living. I am really looking forward to being part
of the Nelson Suter Art Society.

ture.
Vicki’s pieces are stylized with the people
reflecting the masculine and feminine side
of a human and the psychological reading
between the figures. Glazed in a high white
gloss indicating the preciousness of a human
being.
Vicki tutors sculpture and is working full time
as a practicing artist with regular exhibitions
and represented in local and national galleries.

Light Exhibition Proposal
Are you interested in exhibiting an art work that focuses
around or involves light? The committee have reserved the
McKee Gallery over Light Nelson 2018 so that we may exhibit light installations / art by NSAS members. Light Nelson 2018 is officially open to the public 6 - 10th July with
opening night July 5.
We would like to receive proposals from you that utilise
light for the McKee Gallery. We envision a curated group
exhibition / installation of light art by NSAS members that
will be open to the public during the day over Light Nelson
2018. (Closing the window and turning gallery lighting off)
Depending on proposals received we envision either of the
following scenarios:
Daytime installation / exhibition featuring NSAS members
that is open during normal gallery hours with light works /
installations available for purchase. (End window closed)
Then either by night during the event - the gallery window
will be opened so that the exhibition / installation may be
viewed from the Gardens (very effective!). It will be curated
to be viewed from all vantage points.
Or alternatively you may be interested in using the window
of either the McKee or The McKee Meeting Room to create some sort of light work that uses the window as a base
for the installation eg. possibly project an image of a girl
swinging in a tree as though swinging in one of the trees
from Queens Garden (This is simply a suggestion to get
the creativity flowing ...) It could be anything. We are keen
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for proposals that use the McKee Meeting Room window in
addition to the Gallery space. The McKee Meeting Room
window will be viewable from outside by day and by night.
We welcome your proposals and also invite you to consider
sending a proposal to Light Nelson for the Queens Gardens
if you are interested.
The bonus of having the McKee space available means you
do not need to consider the logistics of weather proofing
and / or outdoor power supplies / electricity, etc. So please
consider the environment you are proposing for and work
your proposals to that.
We are interested in receiving light installation proposals
along with free standing and / or wall hung light art for the
NSAS McKee Gallery.
If this sounds like you... please send your proposal through
to Larisse Hall
larisse@larissehall.co.nz
By September 31st 2017. This will give you time to work on
your proposal / ideas. Time to actually implement your idea
and give the NSAS time to inform Light Nelson of our intentions by October 7th 2017. (Light nelson deadline)
Regards,
Larisse Hall

TOGETHER: NEW MEMBERS EXHIBITION 29TH JUNE TO 16TH JULY 2017
“Together” presented an eclectic mix of work from nine
new members of the Nelson Suter Art Society.

with flat and raised areas, structured parts and fine lines.
Erhard Wingels was brought up in an urban industrial
environment in Germany, and urban landscapes and
architecture continue to inspire. Using photography as
the starting point, Erhard manipulates his images through
phases of abstraction to create a new reality and favours
printing on steel or glass. Multiple images on the same
theme are presented together, and although each image is
an artwork in its own right, the context to each other makes
the message stronger.

This diverse group of established and emerging artists
hails from six different countries but collectively share a
love of nature, the landscape, and patterns and forms
within the environment. Working with a broad range of
materials including paint, glass, ceramics, photography,
wood and mixed media, “Together” was curated to
showcase the diversity and unique style of each artist.
The nine artists who participated where Christine Wingels,
Steve Bellamy, Cath Walters, Brian Dobson, Weimin
Jiang, photographer/mixed media artist Erhard Wingels,
sculptor Vicki Charles, glass artist Roz Speirs and wood
artist Steve Halton.

Although Golden Bay couple Christine and Erhard work in
very different mediums and styles to create stand-alone
works, working together is a critical part of their success
and inspiration. By critizising, encouraging, offering
creative advice and technical solutions they help each
other, believing that one without the other is less than
half.

The Nelson Suter Art Society has over 200 working
members, and maintains quality through a rigorous
selection process for new members twice a year.
President of the Nelson Suter Art Society, Larisse Hall
said “It is always exciting seeing new members present
their work together for the first time. Having such a diverse
and talented group of artists is a welcome addition to the
Society.”
The opening was held on Thursday 29 June and was well
attended. There was lots of great feedback about the
exhibition and how well it was presented.

For glass artist Roz Speirs, working with glass is where
art meets science. The design, the type of glass and how
each piece is fired in the kiln all need to be considered
together in order to achieve the desired result. Organic
materials such as ferns, feathers, mica and pure silver foil
often feature in her work.
The bold, vibrant colours which feature in Cath Walters’
paintings of New Zealand’s landscapes, native birds
and flowers were influenced by the vivid colours, prints,
embroideries and textures in textiles during a three year
stint in India. Acrylic paints combined with pastes and
collage add texture to her colourful works.

Additional Artist Information about the work in the
exhibition
The theme of togetherness is evident sculptor Vicki
Charles’ work. Vicki’s pieces are stylized, featuring figures
reflecting the masculine and feminine side of a human
being and the psychological dialogue between the two.
Although Australian by birth, she felt an instant connection
to New Zealand during a visit a couple of years ago, and
has since moved to Nelson.

Nelson born and raised Brian Dobson is a plein-air artist
who has been working in watercolour for over 40 years.
He spends much time on location where knowledge and
detailed observation enable him to accurately capture
iconic New Zealand landscapes.

Christine Wingels’ paintings bring together things that
don’t normally belong together such as oil and water
based paints or contrasting tools such as a paintbrush,
pallet knife and paint applied through fine tubes. The
combination results in surfaces which are matt and glossy

As a child growing up in China Weimin Jiang was fascinated
by the beauty of nature. He moved to New Zealand in 2002
and captures the essence of landscapes using colour and
expressive brush strokes in a painterly style.
Inspired by the natural world, architecture and other
cultures, wood artist Steve Halton creates boxes and wall
art in a mixture of New Zealand and Australian timbers.
His work highlights the beauty and natural qualities of
wood while also incorporating other materials such as
glass, ceramics and metals.
In creating his contemporary landscapes Steve Bellamy
explores and studies the shapes and rhythms of seascape
and landscape and how they interact to one another, also
considering how movement within the two to give a sense
of living life to the work.
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Upcoming Events
● 4 Sep - 6 Sep:
			
			

Every Child is an Artist/Katoa Tamaiti Ko he
Kaihanga (a celebration of creativity by
Nayland Kindergarten)

● 7 Sep - 1 Oct:
			

“Uncovered” Cathy Jones
Opening Fri 8 Sep

● 2 Oct - 22 Oct:
			
			

“En Route: Travelling Light”
Kirsten Baldwin, Rahel Brodi-Sharrock and
Claire Bywater

● 23 Oct - 12 Nov:

“Bridges” Jimena Johnston, Maggy Johnston

● 13 Nov - 19 Nov:

Receiving & Hanging for NSAS Cash & Carry

● 20 Nov - 14 Jan:

NSAS Cash ‘n’ Carry
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NSAS Info
NSAS Contact Details

Subscriptions

Website: www.nsas.org.nz
Headquarters: 208 Bridge Street, Nelson
		
(ask at reception)
Phone: 03 546 9164
Email: nelsonsuterartsociety@gmail.com

For those who wish to pay by internet transfer
our Bank Account Number at the SBS is 03
1355051 5964 00.
Please quote SUB with your payment and
your NAME. If you pay this way please email
us if there are any changes needed to your
contact details and how you wish to receive
information from us. Otherwise subscriptions
can be dropped into the Suter reception or
posted to PO Box 751, Nelson 7040.

NEWSLETTER CONTACTS

- Secretary (Advertising): Kate Coote
Phone: 03 546 9567
Email: katecoote@hotmail.com
- Production / Editor: Eiji Toyokawa
Phone: 021 541 361
Email: eiji.salsa@gmail.com

Committee
• Gabrielle Coote
• Larisse Hall 		
• Nick Duncan
• Judith Ritchie
• Kate Coote 		
• Vicki Charles		
• Philippa Eberlein
• Dana Rose		
• Lee-Ann Dixon
• Lyn Cain		
• Jane Sussmilch
• Angela Nicoll		

(Patron)
(President / B.I.G.)
(1st Vice President)
(2nd Vice President / B.I.G.)
(Secretary)
(Treasurer)
(Assistant Treasurer)
(Exhibitions Officer / B.I.G.)
(Exhibition Curator)
(Membership Co-ordinator)
(Newsletter Co-ordinator / B.I.G)
(General Committee)
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• Robert Thompson (General Committee)
• Ken Laws 		
(General Committee)
• Ross Whitlock
(General Committee)
• Richard Blunt
(General Committee)
• Jason McCormick (General Committee)
(General Committee)
• Michael Doyle
B.I.G.: Brilliant Ideas Group

